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challenge Russia on the new order she intended to establish.
France did not manifest much interest, while Germany and
Austria-Hungary, for reasons of their own,9 were inclined to
regard Russia's advance with benevolent indifference. As a
matter of fact, a circular invitation of Turkey to the Powers,
dated December 12, 1877, to oj^er d^ir g°°d offices and
mediation, was cold-shouldered by Austria and expressly de-
clined by the German Emperor. In spite of lack of sup-
port, Great Britain viewed the possible occupation of
Constantinople and the Straits with extreme concern, and
endeavored, by diplomatic action, to forestall Russia from
dictating terms to a defeated Turkey and to prepare the
ground for an international conference where these matters
could be discussed. At the same time, she was apparently
prepared to take action singlehanded and to abandon the
"conditional" neutrality heretofore adopted, in order to
safeguard her repeatedly expressed interests in that region.10
On January 23, after the fall of Adrianople and the march
toward Gallipoli, the British Mediterranean fleet, anchored
near Smyrna, was ordered to proceed to Constantinople,
unless otherwise instructed at Besika, and to force passage
9	Germany seems to have adopted a hands-ofF attitude in return for
Russian neutrality in the Austro-Prussian and Prussian-Danish wars of
1866 and in the Franco-Prussian war of 1870. Bismarck felt that Ger-
man interests could be safeguarded, if needed, through Austria-Hungary
which by this time  had abandoned  its former anti-Prussian  policy.
Austria-Hungary, on the other hand, relied on a secret understanding
with Russia, arrived at during a meeting of Alexander II and Francis
Joseph at Reichstadt on July 8, 1876, and formally concluded on Janu-
ary 15, 1877, securing Russia's consent to Austrian plans for the occupa-
tion of the Turkish provinces of Bosnia, Herzegovina and Novibazar,
against Austria's disinterestedness in Russian penetration elsewhere in
the Balkans.
10	Cf. the Queen's address to Parliament on January 17, 1878, and
the debate on the answer, Hansard, Parliamentary Debates (3rd Ser.)»
Vol. 237, pp. 2fF.

